White-banded Grass-dart (Taractrocera papyria subsp.
papyria)

Other Common Names: White Grass-dart
Family of Butterflies: Hesperiidae (skippers)
Wingspan: 19-20mm

Local Records: The closest records to this area
shown on Atlas of Living Australia are from the

Macedon — Gisborne area although Tony
Morton recorded this species locally on a

number of occasions (see below). More recently
it has been seen in the Taradale and Maldon

White-banded grass-dart showing the white band

areas. There are no local records on iNaturalist on the underside of the wing.

although it may be relatively common in the Photo: Brian Bainbridge

region.

Tony Morton’s records of White-banded Grass-dart from the local area (between 2000 to 2013)

Date Location Notes
8-Nov-2000 Rotunda, Kalimna Park

14-Nov-2000 Rotunda, Kalimna Park

21-Nov-2000 Vaughan

25-Nov-2000 Rotunda, Kalimna Park

24 Feb 2003 Vaughan on Buddleia in garden
24-Feb-2011 Garden, Fryerstown

18-Oct-2011 Vaughan walk

18-Nov-2011 Kalimna Point

30-Oct-2012 Garden, Fryerstown

24-Nov-2012 Garden, Fryerstown

Distribution outside our region: In Victoria records are concentrated in the Melbourne — Geelong area
with scattered records across the rest of the state. Nationally there are records of this species in all
states across eastern and southern Australia.

Larval Host Plants: Numerous grasses, including natives (e.g. Wallaby Grass Austrodanthonia spp.,
Weeping Grass Microlaena stipoides, Phragmites, Tussock Grass Poa spp.) and introduced species (e.g.
Couch grass Cynodon dactylon, Paspalum Paspalum dilatatum).

Larval association with ants: None
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https://bie.ala.org.au/species/urn:lsid:biodiversity.org.au:afd.taxon:8986ea7d-ead5-4e59-9f94-8ab4a1bcc2d1

Adult Flight Times in Victoria: Possibly two generations annually, with peaks in adults occurring in late
spring (Oct to Dec) and early autumn (Feb-March). Adults observed flying in Victoria from September to
April. Ref Field 2013 and iNaturalist.

Conservation Status:

The Action plan for Australian Butterflies: Vulnerable in Australia
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999: Not listed
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988, Threatened List: Not Listed

References and further reading:

Atlas of Living Australia — Taractrocera papyria, White-banded grass-dart

iNaturalist - Taractrocera papyria White-banded Grass-dart
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https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/taxa/893971-Taractrocera-papyria-papyria
https://web.archive.org.au/awa/20130409085225mp_/http:/www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/action/butterfly/pubs/butterflies.pdf
https://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicthreatenedlist.pl?wanted=fauna
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/conserving-threatened-species/threatened-list
https://bie.ala.org.au/species/urn:lsid:biodiversity.org.au:afd.taxon:8986ea7d-ead5-4e59-9f94-8ab4a1bcc2d1
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/taxa/323069-Taractrocera-papyria

