
GCASTLEMAINE 
NATURALIST 

May 1984 

President : Mr John Dare Cchiltree Farm Clydesdale 

Ph. 76 4227 

Secretary: Mrs Beres Perry Pound Lane, Guildford 

Ph. 73 4246 

Meetings are held at the Castlemaine High School, 

Blakeley Road, off Lawson Parade, Castlemaine 
4 

a 8.00 p.m. second Friday in the month. 

Business meetings are held at the Castlemaine ducation 

Centre, Mostyn St. fourth Thursday on the month at_7-30 p.m. 

Outings usually depart from outside the S.%.0. duilding 

in fiostyn Ste 

Yalf day outings depart at 1-30 p.m. 
: 

sitors and people interested in Natural History are 

ally invited to attend club dunctions. 

One does not have to join before attending an outing or a 

meeting 

Editors of the Club Newsletter are always extremely grateful 

for any cosy suomitted by members. 

Copy may be handwritten, even scribbled, if le-ible, or 

tyred. If typed, lines should be no more than 15 cm in length. 

Photogravhs or sketches would aiso be welcomed. 



THE MONTE AT CAMPBELLS CREEK wee ee 

4 tragic month,for as we mentioned in the last issue, a Bronze 
Winged Pigeon was nesting down the drive, Well phe was a wonderful 
mother, sitting fearlessly on her nest to produce two offsoring; 
but on driving past one day there appeared to be no Sign of her 
so we stopped and inspected the nest only to find all gone and 
feathers all around. CURSES upon all cats that prowl in the night. 

The Eastern Rosellas and Crimson Rosellas have been around 
inspecting the bérries on the Cotoneasters for ripeness, Several 
Eucalypts are in flower bringing the Red Wattle Birds with all thei 

_nOise. Honeyeaters are still missing although an Eastern Spinebill 
flew in for a while. Plenty of 3lue Wrens, Silver-Eyes and Yellow- 
rumped Thornbills, also the Rufous Whistlers were back to the 

| bird bath. 
| 
: 

' 

| { 
i 

Processional caterpillars are on the move so watch out as ‘they 
| are very partial toattles and the first sign is a severely defol- 
iated plant. Usually you can find them tinched together and hiding 
among the leaves on the ground close to the trunk of the tree. No 

sign this of the Blue-tongued Lizard which winters in a built-up 
area of ald railway sleepers but surprise to tome across a baby 
8.T about 8 cm long at the bottom of the vegetable garden. 

To finish the month, our first Scarlet “obin arrived. 

Bird List at CAMPBELLS CREEK 1979-84 
LL LT TC CC IL EE EET ST NE 

4. Permanent msidents or daily sirhtings Sn 

Magpies 
Galahs 

Grey Currawong 

Yellow-rumped Thornbills 
Silver-eyes 
Crimson Rosella 

Hastern Rosella 

Kookaburra 
Peewee 

Little Thornbills 
Bronze-winged Pigeons 
Australian Crow continued page 3 



B. Birds staying for long veriods 

Spur-winged Plover 

Willie Wagtail 
Red Wattle Bird 

Bastern Spinebill 
Blue ‘ren 
White-faced Honeyeater 

Grey Thrush 
Grey Fantail 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater | 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike : 
New Holland Honeyeater 

C. Infreauent Visitors 

Scearlet Robin 

Red-browed Finch 

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater 
White-winged Chough 

Spotted Pardelote 
White Ibis 
White-necked Heron 
Restless flycatcher 

Golden Whistler 
Pallid Cuckoo 
Welcome Swallow 

fork-tailed Swift 
Mistletoe Bird 
Eastern Shrike Tit 
Red-capped Robin 
White-naved Honeyeater 
Rufous Whistler 

Red backed Parrot 
Several unidentified, including two Hawks 

THORNBILLS 

I chanced to remark recently to a friend who is a member of 
the Ballarat Club that I was not entirely certain of some of the 
visitors to my garden. She obligingly swooped away to rummage among 
some papers and shortly emerged triumphantly bearing the chart which | 
you will find overleaf, This chart was produced by 2 knowledgeable 
member of the Jalilarat club to assist members with their identificate: 
ion problems and grateful acknowledgement is made to her although I 
cannot remember the lady's name. 

Even today though they are still giving me trouble as the little 
feathered friends will not sit still long enough to let me have a zood 
look at them, and they usually manage to hide behind any leaves while 
I try to peer at their irises, 
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GOSSAMER 

( or The Editors Bit) 

On the 29th of April, while staying with friends in Ballarat, my | 

wife and I were taken to view the old station homestead "Hrcildoune" 
The weatner on that day was absolutely perfect for such an activity 
and the old house was quite impressive looking as it does like a 
Scottish castle set against a backdrep of the rugged, granitic lt 
Misery. 

During the whole time however, the air was thick with threads of 
spider web, varied lengths of it floating lazily across the sky and 

often coming to rest on house, trees, srass, on tne lake, and on 
oneself till one felt auite encumbered. ind of course one found tiny 
spiders crawling wherever the threads landed, an the clotnes, in the . 
hair, everywhere. On that day, millions of young spiders must have 

left nome to make a new one for themselves elsewhere. 
In the afternoon, the low sun reflected off a carpet of gossamer 

lying across the grass, I wonder wnat the sheep thought of it all. 

A Walk to Kalimna Point 

by T.E.C. 

From the road through a modern timber entrance, suitably 
inscribed, you find attached to the rear of a post a metal box 

with a supply of Tourist leaflets. These wonderfully—compiled 

leaflets set out in detail the features of the walking track 

through Kalimna. All the trees listed alongside their respective 

numbered concrete pegs. All this work compiled by the good grace 

of our present—day Field Nats. 

So on up the steep gravel track towards the top of the rise 

past the Box trees just shedding their bark revealing misshapen 

white ghost—-like limbs. At the top the writer stops to allow 

his breath and the ghosts to eatch up. Then to sit and reflect | 
What do we owe our forebears 2? Who were Messrs Daniels, Pensen, 

Cocking, Hattam, the donors of the seven foot long concrete 

seats dated 1930. Was that not the Depression era ?. 

Then the direction marker presented by W.J. Whitchell in 1926. | 

Who cast the bronze plate listing all the compass points, ewen 

to remind us that Kalimna Point is 1120 feet above sea level. 
Who donated the funds to build what must have been a substant— 
ial rotunda ? Still standing solidly defying the vandals 
although missing its panels to the vandals' B.B.Q's. Where 
did the old WeW.el type field gun stamped 1918 come from 2? 
Dedication and generosity from a band of citizens ? What did 
they hope for ? Perhaps they sit wherever they are and 
ponder like me. 



THE WINES of CRESVICK 

om) yes wal 

A report of the talk given to the C.F.1.0. by Mr Albert Perry 

of Creswick on Friday, April 13, 1984. 

N.B. pronounced Creswick, not Cressick, 

Fer 5 or so years after the official discovery of gold in Creswick 

Creek, the elluvial fold was relatively easy to get and sparked off 

the main rush to the area, After the alluvial was gone the remaining 

gzold was located in deep leads under old river gravels, which had 

been buried under lava flows when the vo canoes in the area erupted. 

The Bridge Mall in Ballarat was a gravel pit, about 20 feet deep and 

very wet. Work was hard and very difficult. Life too was hard, 

imagine spending a winter living under canvas in wet gravel in 

Ballarat. It is no wonder that miners were reluctant to part with Be) 

their licence fees. 

Bee leads were explored in other fields, from the sravel pits to 

the B.llarat Vest plateau, where there was a 300 ft deep layer of 

salt eee the river gravels, At Creswick there was much the 

game thing. On the North side of the cretwas basalt, the creek 

formerly ran gee not ‘iest, 

The technique of mining was to sink shafts to the side of the old 

river bed, then to cut adits horizontally under the basalt to come up 

under the old river bed with its gold bearing gravel, However the 

old river beds still carried water which constituted a considerable 

problem to the mining operations. Pumping machinery had to be 

installed and in some cases pumping went on for years before the 

actual mining could commence. By contrast, the deen leads in Califor 

nia were elevated and quite dry, while in Alaska the c¢round WBS 
permanently frozen solid and so was self Snore when shafts were 

Seite in Victoria, timber was required for rit props and Sie to 

fuel tne steam engines which drove the numps. sumps were imnorted 

from Cornwall and Wales and steam engines from Scotlend, Timber 

was arted from miles around, up to 50 miles distanccy e.g. 
Korweinguboora, where timber tram ways were used to fetch the logs. 
All original forest disappeared to be replaced, if at all by a 

regrowth forest, with multiple stalks instead of the original one. 

baselt 

sedimentary sand and cle} 
river gravels 



Meeting: 

Outing: 

CLUB PROGRAMME 

May 11. 
Mr Bram Mawson from liornington 

"Orchids" 

Peninsula to sneak on 

May 12 
Forest" 

Saturday, 
The "Oak Harcourte 

A very short trip to the foot of lit Alexander where there 

is a vlantation of Oa of various types, Ashes and Pines. 

A very pleasant spot in Autumn as the setting sun shines 

through the yellowing leaves. Very easy walking. 

Depart from S.H.C. building, styn St at 1.30 p.m. 

Cuting: Saturday, June 9 
A muided tour of Sucalypts of the area lead by the very 

knoviledgeable E.F. 

Notes from the Business Meeting. 

The most important item of nusiness discussed was the nronosal to 

incorporate, which will be raised Bb the lay meeting. 
In order for this to be done, it will be nece‘sary to alter the 
constitution and notice of motion has oneen siven to this effect. 

Preasuper Frank Meyer revorted a credit blance of 3135-95, but the 
cost of incorporating will make serious inroads into that. 

It was dedided to discontinue our subscription to "The Victorian 
Naturalist" as it is read only by the club librarian and now costs 
516. 

The vossibility of a campout for later in the year was discussed 

further was the following Bing suggested as nossible slaces :- 

anpians 
Me ivil eS le Cave s 

yenitella “ 

Lake Boort 
lit Sole. 
Any others ? 


